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Newtown United Methodist Church
35 Liberty Street
Newtown, PA 18940
Rev. Rodney Brailsford Pastor
Phone 215-968-2662
Oﬃce hours: Mon-Thurs. 9:00 a.m.-12 p.m.
E-mail numc1@verizon.net
Visit us on the web at www.newtownumc.com

Sunday morning
Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Child care available:
9:15-10:45 a.m.
Lemonade in the garden at 10:45 a.m.

New Beginnings
Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! I am so
excited to begin my ministry at Newtown
United Methodist Church!
One of life’s great paradoxes is that every ending is a new beginning. I know you have recently experienced the end of Pastor Blaik’s four-year ministry at NUMC and
Pastor Jim’s temporary ministry at NUMC. This church community
has also undergone significant change as we lived through a global pandemic. The way of life we knew before the pandemic has
undoubtedly ended, and we are emerging from it as new people
and a new church. In his book, The Way of Transition, William
Bridges says there are three phases of transition: Endings, The
Neutral Zone, and New Beginnings. Endings usually bring a sense
of loss accompanied by fear, denial, sadness, frustration, and uncertainty. The Neutral Zone, while a confusing and chaotic time, is
a time where our most extraordinary creativity takes place. During
the New Beginnings phase, we honor our emotions by taking the
chaos, confusion, and discomfort along with the creative process
as we move forward.
The New Beginnings phase is when a new way of doing things or
a new opportunity for growth and progress comes into focus. It
initially brings a sense of finally “arriving,” mixed with anxiety
about backsliding. New values, attitudes, and, most of all, new
identities emerge. The New Beginnings phase does not erase the
past. However, a new identity has emerged that includes a clearer
understanding of the past.
I pray that, as we transition into our future, we will remember the
words of the prophet Isaiah: “I am about to do a new thing; now
it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers in the desert” (Isaiah 43:19).

Transition is the internal process of adjustment through which we
come to terms with change, letting go of how things used to be
and reorienting ourselves to how things are now. What is important to realize is that the change has already taken place. The
world has emerged from a global pandemic that forever altered
our way of life. One pastor has gone, and a new pastor has arrived. I pray that you are encouraged by the words of Isaiah as
we transition through this change. I am so thankful for this new
relationship, and I hope you can share this sentiment with me as
we anticipate all that God will accomplish through our church for
the kingdom of God.
So now we look to the God of New Beginnings, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will usher Newtown United
Methodist Church into a prosperous future. “For thus says the
Lord: surely I know the plans I have for you, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah
29:11).
I look forward to getting to know each of you and being a part of
this community as we move forward on our journey together. In
this spirit, I thank you for the warm welcome my family, and I
have received. Please know that my door is always open for prayer, discussion, concerns, or to say hello!
May God Bless You Richly,
Pastor Rodney

Circle
Meetings

Caring for Friends: Will not meet in August.

Start Cleaning Out Your Attic!
Don’t forget to drop off your “Treasures” for the rummage sale.
You can leave them in the kitchen starting Sunday, Sept 18th.
Friday, Sept. 23rd 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Saturday, Sept. 24th 9:00 A.M. to 12:00
“Bag Sale” Begins 9:00 A.M.
Look for the sign up sheets in the gallery soon!

We are now accepting gently used items for our fall rummage
sale to be held on September 23rd and 24th. Please place your
items on the shelves in our rummage room in the basement from
now until September 18th. Anything donated on September 19th
and 20th, can be put directly in the kitchen or the opportunity
room.
Any donations made after September 20th will be saved
for our spring rummage sale, so please take those items
to the basement rummage room.
PLEASE NOTE:
All clothing should be clean and free from stains, tears, missing
buttons, and broken zippers
All electric items and electronics must be in working order
Only flat screen TVs no older than 5 years will be accepted
WE WILL NOT ACCEPT:
Mattresses or box springs
Entertainment centers
Tube, console, or projection TVs
AC units
VHS tapes
Baby equipment older than 5 years past the manufacture date
Baby car seats and cribs
Upholstered furniture that is stained, ripped, torn, or worn
Computers, monitors, or printers older than 5 years
Appliances older than 10 years
Any items that need repair, are in poor condition, or have missing
parts

Remember our Rummage Sale
September 23rd & 24th
We need HELP, HELP, HELP in order to continue this very important
UMW fundraiser. Sunday, September 27th, after the worship service
we need help bringing up items from the basement. It doesn’t take
long if there are many helpers! On Thursday, starting at 9:00 a.m.
we need help sorting and pricing. Friday we need help all day. Saturday at noon we need help to pack up and clean. This doesn’t take
long, the more the better! Look for the sign up sheet in the gallery
in early September.

Save the Date!
Mark your calendars!
The next annual Women’s Retreat
March 31st—April 2nd

Scan here if you would
like to be connected to
our website.

Lemonade in the Garden has began!
Volunteers are needed to serve lemonade after the worship service. Lemonade mix, cups, pitchers, napkins and plates will be on
the counter in the kitchen. All you need to provide is something to
snack on! There is a sign-up sheet located in the gallery. If you
have any questions please call the church office at 215-968-2662.

Message from Lucie Lyman:
“I was so deeply humbled by the response from my
church family to my devastating house fire on July
4th. What a way to welcome Pastor Rodney and his
family!
Thank you all so very much for your generous support, your
prayers and your love.
When I am feeling sad or discouraged, you strengthen my
perspective and brighten my future. You make me want to be
a better person!
From the bottom of my heart, I thank each and everyone of
you and will forever be grateful that you have touched my life
and that of my family.”
Love,

Lucie

Our Mission of the Month for August benefits the Shaloca
(Sharing, Loving, Caring) Ministries in Liberia. The ministry’s vision is
to create a hopeful future in Christ for both young and old. Founded
by Reverend James and Sarah Coleman, the ministry’s purpose is
Christian education, a medical clinic (right now the nearest government run hospital is 40 miles away), and sustainable agriculture. The
Shaloca Christian School educates about 80 young children from the
local community. On Sundays the school serves the community as a
United Methodist Church.

2022-2023 Usher Schedule
August– Janet Johnson, Rich & Barb Selah
September-Nancy Daney, Cheryl & Kevin Burd
October– Dave & Kathy Mershon, __________
November– Sandy Porzig, _________, __________
December-Alan Fidler, Randy & Nancy Scurlock
Christmas Eve:
Early Service– Nancy Matthews, Cheryl & Kevin Burd
Late Service- _________, ____________, __________
January– Eric Johnson, Joe & Judi Swerk
February– Cliff Hixson, Paul Mathias & Joe Tam
March– Brian & Julie Foster, __________
April– Tom He, Randy & Nora Schenk
May-Pat King, Jim & Helene Mershon
June-Nancy Matthews, Donald & Susan Smith
July– United Methodist Women

Ushers for August:
Janet Johnson, Rich & Barb Selah

Lay Readers:
8/7-Gerry Hixson
8/14-Nancy Matthews
8/21-Susan Smith
8/28-Pat King

Greeters:
8/7-Dan & Debbie Boltner
8/14– Mike & Nancy Daney
8/21-Dave & Kathy Mershon
8/28-Joe & Judi Swerk

Finance Stewards:
Kathy & Dave Mershon and Sue Bloomfield

Fellowship Time:

8/7-Nancy Daney
8/14-Dottie Detwiler
8/21-Barbara Burger
8/28-Lauren Brailsford

August Birthdays!
8/2-Dolores Luff
8/4-Lisa Sweeney
8/8-Sean Gutekunst
8/11-Bill Stetler
8/13 Eleanor Ball
8/14-Erinn Demskis
8/23-Julie D’Anjolell
8/27-Greta Rolli
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