
Dear Members and Friends of the Newtown United Methodist Church, 

After over a year of not being able to worship in our building, we will resume worship in our building in a 
limited-capacity way (25% of total occupancy) on Sunday, April 4th, 2021 (Easter Sunday).  We celebrate 
being able to see each other in worship in this way! 

This decision was made by our Administrative Council on 3/22/21 after receiving a recommendation 
from our Reopening Team.  The Administrative Council also decided to follow a set of COVID 19 
precautionary protocols recommended by our Reopening Team.  Much thought and prayer on the part 
of our congregational leaders went into making these decisions. 

Most likely, some will believe that this decision has been made later than it should have been, while 
others will believe that this decision has been made earlier than it should have been.  The leaders of our 
congregation appreciate your patience, understanding and prayers as they seek to navigate what is best 
for our congregation and community during this unprecedented and challenging time. 

There is risk involved in any indoor activity at this time.  Please assess your own willingness to assume 
risk wisely, safely and prayerfully.  For those who choose to not enter our building at this time, we will 
still offer our high-quality online worship (posted each Sunday morning and available for viewing 
anytime) and our Sunday morning parking lot worship (beginning at 9:30 AM).  Our Sunday morning 
limited-capacity worship will begin at 11:00 AM. 

Please read the information in this letter carefully as there are details you will need to know and follow 
in order to participate in indoor worship at NUMC.  Thank you for your willingness to read these details 
and to follow them! 

1. You will need to reserve your attendance for each Sunday’s indoor service of worship until you are 
notified that reservations are no longer required. 

a. Signup Genius, a safe online tool used by NUMC in the past, will be used to reserve your 
attendance.  A link to Signup Genius will be available on our webpage.  Do not hesitate to email 
the church (numc1@verizon.net) or call the church office (215.968.2662 – leave message in 
Kathy’s voicemail) to reserve your attendance if you cannot use Signup Genius. 

b. Attendance at each service of worship will need to be limited to 25% of occupancy to provide 
adequate social distancing.  When that number is reached for each service of worship, no more 
reservations will be taken. 

c. Members of the same household will be able to sit together and not observe social distancing 
requirements that others must observe. 

d. Pews not available for seating will be blocked off to provide social distancing.  In fellowship 
hall, individual chairs will be placed at appropriately distanced intervals. 

e. Seating on Sunday mornings will be done according to time of arrival.  The sanctuary will be 
filled first, and then the overflow area in fellowship hall. 

2. You MUST wear a mask that fully covers the nose and mouth at all times while in the building and 
there will be no exceptions! 
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a. Please bring your own mask. If you forget a mask, one will be provided for you at the door. 

3. Your temperature will be taken upon entering the building.  Anyone with a temperature of 100.4 or 
over will not be admitted. 

4. You will be asked to provide your name and contact information upon entering the building.  This 
information must be provided. 

5. You must follow social distancing rules of staying at least 6 feet away from people who are not 
members of your household. 

6. You will be asked to sign a Covid Legal Liability Waiver before entering the building. 

a. The congregational leaders are doing everything reasonable and practical to ensure the safety 
and health of you, your family and friends, and the staff. 

b. This waiver only protects the church, staff and volunteers from liability in the unlikely event 
you do get infected. 

c. This waiver can be viewed on our webpage. 

7. Bibles, Hymnals and all other cards and materials will be removed from the pews. 

a. Bring a personal Bible if you want. 

8. Currently, and until further notice: 

a. There will be no Coffee Time before or after services. 

b. There will be no Nursery. 

c. There will be no Sunday School.  (Please check online for children’s Sunday school lessons.) 

9. Bulletins will be made available on our webpage before each service of worship.  Please print these 
at home and bring with you and then take them home with you.  Please do not leave them in the 
building! 

a. A limited number of bulletins will be available for those who do not have computers or 
printers.  These bulletins must be taken home as well, if used! 

10. There will be no singing by the congregation. 

a. Choral music will be pre-recorded and shown on a screen in the sanctuary. 

11. Please do NOT come to either parking lot worship or indoor worship if you do not feel in your 
usual state of health or have any symptoms of Covid recognized by the Centers for Disease Control: 

a. Fever or chills 

b. Cough 

c. Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

d. Fatigue 



e. Muscle or body aches 

f. Headache 

g. New loss of taste or smell 

h. Sore throat 

i. Congestion or runny nose 

j. Nausea or vomiting 

k. Diarrhea 

12. Only the parking lot doors will be used for entry. 

13. Only the rest rooms in the hallway beside outside the sanctuary will be open. 

a. Occupancy is limited to one person in a restroom at a time. 

b. Please clean up what you touch after you use the restroom. 

14. The water fountain will be disconnected, but bottled water will be made available. 

The leadership and staff of NUMC realize these are difficult times, requiring us all to make sacrifices and 
follow procedures to ensure the safety and health of others and ourselves.  Though we all may not 
necessarily agree with every step being taken or every requirement being established, these steps and 
requirements are being implemented in the best interest of every person who worships at NUMC. 
Therefore, we ask, and expect, that you will comply. Undoubtedly, there will be some “bugs” to work 
out as we learn how to manage this new kind of service of worship.  Thank you in advance for your 
patience, cooperation and flexibility! 

If anyone is need or pastoral care – or just a listening ear – for COVID-related issues or for any reason, 
please contact Pastor Blaik at 215.968.2662 (leave message in Pastor Blaik’s voicemail) or 
at pastorblaiknumc@gmail.com. 

God is good, even during such difficult times as these.  Let us continue to worship and serve faithfully! 

The NUMC Reopening Team 
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