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Newtown United Methodist Church
35 Liberty Street
Newtown, PA 18940
Rev. Rodney Brailsford, Pastor
Phone 215-968-2662
Oﬃce hours: Mon-Thurs. 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m..
E-mail numc1@verizon.net
Visit us on the web at www.newtownumc.com

Sunday morning
Worship: 9:30 a.m.
Sunday School grades
Pre-school—6th,
dismissed during
worship
Child care available:
9:15-10:45 a.m.

“Thanksgiving is inseparable from true
prayer; it is almost essentially connected
with it. One who always prays is ever giving
praise, whether in ease or pain, both for
prosperity and for the greatest adversity.
He blesses God for all things, looks on them
as coming from Him, and receives them for
His sake – not choosing nor refusing, liking
or disliking, anything, but only as it is
agreeable or disagreeable to His perfect
will.” - John Wesley
This Thanksgiving season, let us remember to take time to pray.
Pray with hearts filled with gratitude. Pray to give thanks and
praise to God for life and the blessing of our loved ones. Pray for
God to guide your path and give you continued strength on your
journey.
This year, millions of people are at the center of crises damaging
the health and hopes of a global generation of families and children. There are saddening examples of hunger in forty-three nations around the globe, more than eighty-two million people living
in refugee and displacement camps, climate change, child trafficking, and the spread of infectious disease. Pray for healing in our
world and for help, peace, and understanding for those who are
hurt. Let us commit to deep and meaningful prayer, such that
prayers become words and actions.
God gives us abundant blessings! We have joy and laughter,
courage when we are afraid, hope when there is worry and
doubt, and comfort when we have uncertainty and sadness. God
is with us always, in everything. John Wesley genuinely believed
in the blessings and love of God. In fact, in his final moments before his death, John Wesley said, “Best of all, God is with us.”
Pray for our community and our church as we seek to strengthen
our congregation and grow together in Christ. Pray for our church
staff and leaders who work to keep our church active and our
ministries meaningful. Pray for all who serve and give of their financial resources so that our ministries may continue. Pray for
Newtown UMC as we seek to make disciples of Jesus Christ for
the transformation of the world.

Thanksgiving is inseparable from true prayer. Always give thanks
and praise to the Lord with a heart full of gratitude. I am thankful
for each of you and our church family. I am grateful for all God is
doing through our church as we pray for the Holy Spirit to lead us
into the future.
I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving Season!
Blessings,

Pastor Rodney

On All Saints Sunday, November 6th, we remembered the saints, with
the New Testament meaning of all Christian people of every time and
place. We will celebrate the communion of saints as we remember the
dead, both of the church universal and our local church from the preceding year. A bell will be rung as the names of Church members who
passed away in the last year are read. The following members of Newtown United Methodist Church have passed away since last November:

Richard Rabberman
Barbara Payton

Christina Keller

GO NUTS FOR THE NUT SALE

Our annual Nut Sale begins at the Bazaar, and continues every
Sunday morning after the worship service. We will be selling
pecans, cashews, walnuts, bridge mix, fruit and nuts, almonds,
mixed nuts, and assorted chocolates. They come in one pound
packages and make great Christmas gifts for teachers, bus drivers, friends, neighbors. Great for hard-to-buy-for men at the
Adult Fellowship Christmas party! And don’t forget some for
yourself! All proceeds will be donated to missions.

The Mission of the Month (Blue Envelope) for November
is our connectional giving. Each local United Methodist congregation is “apportioned” a share of our denominational mission
work around the world. Thank you for supporting these important ministries!

Save the Date!
The Annual Christmas Dine Around will take place this year
on Sunday, December 18th! You can sign-up in the gallery
now! Don’t miss this fun event!

UMW’S Annual December Dinner
United Methodist Women’s Guest Night is back!!! Mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 6th and join us for a night of fun,
fellowship, and faith. Dinner will be held in Wesley Hall beginning at 6:30 pm. Following dinner, we will ring in the holidays
with our very own Rise Kagan-Erickson’s group, Campanology
Handbell Ensemble. Tickets will be on sale in the gallery following Sunday worship services.

Circle
Meetings

Faith and Fellowship during the day! The Circle of Concern meets on Monday, November 21, at
9:30 a.m., in the library. We are a group of women
of all ages who gather to pray, study, and have a
time of fellowship together. Any woman in the
church is welcome to join us. If you have any questions call Gerry Hixson at 215-321-4315 or e-mail
c_hixson@yahoo.com.

Caring for Friends: Will meet on Wednesday, November 16th
at 9:00 a.m. to prepare meals for homebound people in and
around the Philadelphia area. We will meet again on Wednesday, December 7th at 9:00 a.m.

Thanksgiving meals for
Families in Need
Twice a year at Thanksgiving and Easter, the United Methodist
Women coordinate a collection of food for local families in need.
We have been doing this for over 20 years, starting with the help
of Newtown police chief Martin Duffy, who has distributed the
baskets and gift cards to our local families in need. Chief Duffy is
now retired, but he continues to be our contact for this important
mission. Now, more than ever, he needs our help.
We have had donations from the United Methodist Men and the
United Methodist Women organizations to buy Giant gift cards for
our local families in need.
If anyone else in the congregation would like to help with this
important mission, please make out a check to "Newtown United
Methodist Church" and write "Thanksgiving Meals" somewhere
on the check. You can mail your check to Newtown United Methodist Church, 35 Liberty Street, Newtown, PA 18940, ATTN:
Treasurer.
You may also buy gift cards yourself. Please buy them from Giant
food stores, as that is where we will get the others. You can
leave them in the church office or mail them to the church at the
above address. Please make sure they are in an envelope marked
“Thanksgiving Meals.”
We need to receive any checks and/or gift cards by Friday, November 19th at the latest.
If anyone has any questions about this, please call me at 215321-4315, or email c_hixson@yahoo.com.

Your Sister in Christ,
Gerry Hixson

Ushers:
Richard & Joanne Tomlinson and Sandy Porzig
Finance Stewards:
Barb Selah & Tom He

Fellowship Time:
Nov. 6-Dixie Scurlock
Nov. 13-Lucie Lyman
Nov. 20– Nora Schenk
Nov. 27-

Lay Readers:

Nov. 6– Erinn Demskis
Nov. 13– Cami Haneman
Nov. 20-Ethel Hibbs
Nov. 27– Monica Flint

Greeters:
Nov. 6-Dan & Debbie Boltner
Nov. 13-Pat King & Sandy Porzig
Nov. 20-Mike & Nancy Daney
Nov. 27-Dave & Kathy Mershon

Scan here if you would
like to be connected to
our website.

November

11/1-Holly Hixson
11/7-Donna Williams
11/10-Richard Tomlinson Sr.
11/12-Cliff Hixson
11/12-Susan Ridge
11/18-Barbara Terrell
11/24-Bill Sandy
11/26-Jane Bowman
11/30-Don Lugg

Hello Church Family,
Calling all volunteers!! Please pray about how you can help with our
Christmas Event – The Miracle of Christmas. It will be held at Newtown
United Methodist Church on December 11, 2022, 11 am – 1 pm. There will
be more ways available to contribute if you are unable to participate in any
of these volunteer opportunities listed below.
The Christmas Event is for families in our Church and our Community.
The overview of the event is as follows:
Families that visit The Miracle of Jesus will be transported back in time to
the town of Bethlehem to celebrate the birth of Jesus. It has been some
years since that special night, and the miracle baby has gone on to do
some truly incredible things—bringing a little girl back to life, feeding thousands with just a few loaves of bread and some fish, and even overcoming
death. The citizens of Bethlehem can’t stop talking about Jesus and his
incredible life on earth. Families of all ages will be amazed at the authentic, multisensory experiences they’ll find in this village.
What we need: Ten people to dress in costume and help families do an
activity in their station
Stations: Toy Shoppe – Kids and their families will experience
what it was like to be a child in ancient Bethlehem. They will use air dry
clay to make Toys, then play a game as they hear how Jesus saved the life
of child who had died.
Fisher’s Pier – Families will catch and customize fish and hear
how Jesus made the ultimate catch of the day!
Wool Trader – a friendly shepherd will help family members use
wool yarn and paint to decorate their very own Miracle of Jesus Ornaments! Families will discover why some people call Jesus “The Lamb of
God.”
Spice shop – Families will prepare their own frankincense-filled
Keepsake Spice Bottles and discover how wisemen brought spices for the
baby King. They’ll also hear how Jesus’ friends later used spice to prepare
his body at his death.
Bakery – Families will make tasty treats and discover how Jesus
fed thousands using just a few loaves of bread and fish. Two people to act
out a skit in the stable. (skit provided)
The Stable - What really happened the night Jesus was born?
How did God’s Son end up in a smelly place for animals? Who got to see
the baby King? Families first stop at The Stable to find these answers and
more. They’ll participate in a 20-minute mini drama to discover the true
miracle of Christmas.
As many people as possible to set up and break down.
As many people as possible to prepare everything to make the church
look like ancient Bethlehem.
Please contact me if you have any questions.
Debbie Haneman
dhaneman314@gmail.com
215-208-2292 (cell – you can leave a text message.)

Newtown UMC Women’s Retreat
Friday, March 31st – Sunday, April 2, 2023
Grove Hall Retreat Center

Sing to the Lord a New Song!

A weekend of sharing and fellowship
Get Ready for Our Annual Women’s Retreat!
Join us for a peaceful weekend by the sea. Through self reflection,
small group activities, and fellowship we will
WHAT TO EXPECT: A great weekend and a lot of fun! The retreat
will begin on Friday evening with check-in between 6:30 and 7:30.
Saturday morning there will be a program. After lunch, you'll have the
afternoon free to do crafts, walk the beach, explore the quaint village
of Ocean Grove, or just take a nap! We will have dinner as a group,
then enjoy an evening of interactive programming. On Sunday morning, we have worship together with communion before heading home.
WHO’S INVITED: This retreat is being planned for adult women of
all ages from our church and their friends. Any woman who would
like to some spiritual refreshment is welcome!
ABOUT OCEAN GROVE: Known as "God's Square Mile at the Jersey
Shore", Ocean Grove is just south of Asbury Park, roughly one hour
from Newtown. It is a Methodist vacation and retreat community
whose mission is to "provide opportunities for spiritual growth, birth,
and renewal in a Christian seaside setting."
Lodging: There are three first floor, handicapped accessible rooms.
Most rooms are on the second and third floors. A limited number of
2nd and 3rd floor rooms have their own bath only 5. All rooms are
double occupancy.
Cost: Per person, $150 for shared bath; $175 for private bath. This
covers two nights lodging, continental breakfast on Saturday and Sunday, dinner Saturday, and all retreat materials.

The registration deadline is February 5th 2023 Registration forms
are available on the table in the gallery.

2022 Christmas Poinsettias
________________ at $15.00 each plant
(number of plants)
IN HONOR OF: ____________________________
__________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF: ___________________________
_________________________________________

GIVEN BY: ________________________________
__________________________________________
YOU MAY TAKE YOUR POINSETTIA HOME AFTER THE 11:00 P.M.
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
The Deadline for ordering is
Sunday, December 18, 2022

PLEASE MAIL THIS FORM & PAYMENT PAYABLE TO:
Newtown United Methodist Church
Attention: Kathy Mershon
35 Liberty Street
Newtown, PA 18940
Phone: 215-968-2662

This year, continuing our church’s tradition to support the holiday
toy drive program at Philadelphia Methodist Home for Children,
our Angel Tree will be on display in the church gallery from November 13 to December 11. We ask each family to be an angel to
the children in need, bring one or two new and unwrapped toys,
books, games and gift cards from Target or Walmart and place
under the Angel Tree. The toys will be picked up by Philadelphia
Methodist Home for Children on Monday, December 12th for its
Christmas party of about 100 families with children. Our generosity will bring smiles to the children faces and provide a uplifting to
their holiday spirit. Thank you for being an angel.

Information about this years Advent Study is coming soon!

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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